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CONCERNING 


Their Du T r before and after Elections, Sc. 


Gennes, 


$8 T a Time when many evil diſpoſed Per- 
4 # * ſons indulge the moſt violent Paſſions, 
TIE EV 82 S contrary to the Dictates of their Reaſon 

Ye FAY nn their Intervals of Refle&ion, and at a 
| uk MS Time when thole Paſſions are not only 
* the Springs of their own Actions but of 
thoſe of other People, and when thoſe Actions break 
4A 2 in 
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un upon the publick Tranquility, it is the Duty of e- 
very one, that has it in his Power, to ule his beſt En- 
deavours to ſtop the hurtful Current by pointing out 
the Dangers into which the deluded are plunging 
themſelves. I am not loading ye all with Accuſations; 

for I am ſenſible that not a tew of ve have been de- 
ceived into Errors by falſe Repreſentations of Facts, 
and by ſuch Characters of your ſtedfaſt Friends as be- 
long rather to Enemies: yet I think many of ye are 
not "abſolutely free from Blame; becauſe a too precipi- 
tate Concurrence with the flanderous Reports of mali- 
cious and envious Men, levelled againſt your experi- 
enced Friends, betrays a Forgetfulneſs, or Neglect, of 


paſt Favours, and brands ye with ſome Degree of In- 


gratitude. 

To avoid the Imputation of being ingrateſul, and 
the Inconveniencies of a too haity Credulity, you 
ſhould examine into your Duty before and after the E- 
lection of your Legiſlators, and into the Characters of 
the Perſons aſperſed, and of thoſe who aſperſe them; 
which, after an impartial Examination from Facts, will 
influence you in your Choice. 

I need not herc inform ye that the Conſtitution of 
Government under which you live is the beſt in the 
World; and one Circumſtance which renders it the 
freer from Exception 1s, your being your own Law- 
givers ; for thoſe who repreſent ye being choſe by 
yourſelves they are the Voices of thoſe Who choſe 

them: 
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them: for which Reaſon, before you chooſe them, 
your Duty is to point out ſuch Perſons for your Repre- 
ſentatives as you have Room to think, from their paſt 
Conduct and general good Characters, will never devi- 
ate from that Conſtitution which is the Support of your 
Liberty and Property. After you have choſe them, 
you are to look upon them as Men choſe to repreſent 
yourſelves, that whatever they do in their legiſlative 
Capacities is an Act of your own, and which, while it 
is tranſacting, ſhould meet with no Interruption from 
you, becauſe it ye preſume to interrupt their Proceed- 
ings, you yourſelves break through your Conftitution, 
and contradict your own Actions; for while you are 
chooſing your Repreſentatives you declare to the Pub- 
lick that you think thoſe Perſons poſſeſſed of ſufficient 
Abilities to be your Legiſlators, _ likewiſe that they 
are endowed with ſufficient Probity to be truſted in 
that important Work. Your Election of them, I ſay, 
15 a Declaration of ſuch an Opinion of their Wiſdom 
and Honour: and after they are elected you have no 
more Power to direct their Actions than you have to 
direct the Laws, which are already made, according 
to your own Judgments of them, and not by the plain 
Letter thereof : hence therefore ariſes your indiſpenſa- 
ble Duty to inform yourſelves well of the Characters 


of thoſe whom ye chooſe; becauſe when ye have choſe 
them 
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them they are as abſolute in their legiſlative Capaci- 
ties as yourſelves were in your Election of them. 
Thus I have briefly pointed out your Duty before 


and after the Election of your Repreſentatives; which 


[ intend only as the Groundwork of what follows. 

Now let us ſuppoſe, in any given Point of Time, a 
Clamour raiſed againſt any one Member, or more, of 
the Houſe of Commons: what 1s the Duty of thoſe 
who choſe that Member, and likewiſe of thoſe who 


have the Right of chooſing all the Reſt? Their Duty . 


is to examine impartially into the Conduct of him. or 
thoſe, ſo aſperſed; they are to compare his or their 
preſent and paſt Conduct together, to ſee if they are 
conſiſtent or not with the Safety of their Liberty and 
Property: they are likewiſe to examine impartially in- 
to the Conduct and Characters of the Aſperſers; and 
the Reſult of ſuch Examinations ſhould determine 
their Judgments. 

Now, Gentlemen, permit me to aſſure you that this 
is at preſent your own Caſe. In the following Charac- 
ters I] ſhall uſe no Names; becauſe if they are not like 
the Originals I am a bad Draughtſman, and Nobody 
will regard my Copies; and if my Characters will ſuit 
none but the Originals from which they are taken, 1 
ſhall be liable to no Cenſure for Partiality and falſe Co- 
lourings, and ſhall poſſibly contribute thereby to the 
opening yuur Eyes, and to the freeing ye from Errors 
dangerous to yourſelves, and to the Community. 

Remem- 
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Remember, Countrymen, that there is a Perion 
now living, who has been eminent in three Reigns for 
his inviolable Attachment to the Preſervation of your 
Liberties and Properties. I can not pretend in this 
Letter to enumerate the many Inſtances of his publick 
Spirit which his paſt Life affords, without exceeding 
the Bounds preſcribed for this Epiſtle. . He exerted 
himſelf early in the Cauſe of Liberty, at a Time when 
almoſt all Europe was in Arms, and when Great Bri- 
tain made a powerful and gallant Stand againſt the in- 
ſolent and bold Attempts of an arbitrary Prince, who 
ſeemed to aim at no leſs a Sovereignty than all Europe 
at this Time the Perſon, of whom I am now ſpeaking, 
was received into the Favour and Friendſhip of the 
greateſt General that then conducted the War, and in- 
to the Favour and Friendſhip likewiſe of one of the beſt 
and moſt uprigat Miniſters that ever prefided over the 
Treaſury, into this Alliance of Hearts he was received 

from ſimilar Virtues in him, which were the ſtrongeſt 
Recommendations to thoſe great and worthy Men. Af- 
ter the Adminiſtration of theſe Patriots was over, and 
one of them was forced to retire from his native Land 
through the treacherous and deſtructive Wiles of his 
Enemies, a Set of Men ſucceeded in the Adminiſtrati- 
on, who will be handed down to Poſterity, not as the 
greateſt Friends nor Ornaments to their Country: in 
this Adminiſtration the Root of your Liberties was 


| ſtruck at by tcaring from ye the deareſt Pledges of 
: your 
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your Loves, your Children, by denying you the 
Privilege of educating them as ye pleaſed : and to 
what End was all this? > To make Way for a Po- 
piſh Pretender to the Crown, and to exclude the 
preſent Royal Family, who are born and nurtured 
in Principles of Liberty and Virtue. Remember 


that one of the principal Perron in that wicked Ad- 


miniſtration is now living; of whom I ſhall have oc- 
caſion to ſpeak more largely hereafter in this Letter: 
and remember likewiſe, Countrymen, that the Perſon 
who is now the Subject of my Enquiry wasvigorous and 
inflexible in his Oppoſition to the abominable and per- 
n:cious Meaſures then carrrying on. To the Happineſs 
of Great Britain, this Adminiſtration was but of ſhort 
Continuance; their Miſtreſs dycd, and with her Life 
ended their unrightcous Power ; which Adminiſtration 
ſeems as deſigned by Providence to give us the better 
Reliſh of happier Seaſons, and to enhance our Venera- 
tion for able and juſt Miniſters. Some Time after the 
much deſired Succeſſion of the Houſe of Haucver to 
the Throne, the Perſon, whoſe Character I am partly 
drawing, reſigned his publick Truſts, from ſome Miſun- 
derſtanding which there is no Neceſſity now to enquire 
into; and to his Honour, at that Time, ſome ot the 
worthieſt Men in the Kingdom became voluntary Com- 
panions in his Reſignation, chooſing to be out of Power 
with him rather than in the higheſt Stations without 
him: {o powerful is the Force of Wiſdom and Inte- 
grit 
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grity in their Influence over good Minds! His Abſence 
from Power was not long; and, from the Time in 
which he regain d it, he employ d it to the publick Be- 
nefit. Here, Gentlemen, you can not ſorget the fatal 
Year 1729, when the Credit of the Nation ſtood al- 
moſt on the Brink of Ruin: by whoſe Prudence aſter- 
\ wards was the State of the publick Revennues put in- 
to the beſt Order that poſſibly it could be? The Reven- 
nues were from the Year 1721 thrown into the Chan- 
nel in which they have ſince been, and conducted by 
this Perſon with the beſt Oeconomy. The /aiking Fund 
was his favourite Offspring, and it has been juſtly and 
wiſely appropriated to pay off the Principal of the na- 
tional Debt; which will in Time caſe you of thoſe 
Burdens which ſome Malecontents now complain of; 
and the Intereſt has always, ſince he has been at the 
Head of the Treaſury, been duly paid to the Creditors 
of the Nation. Many have 4 his Projects to the 
Advantage of this Kingdom, which, in their Birth, or 
foon after, have been foretold by his Enemies to be of 
evil Conſequences, which to the Confuſion of his Foes 
always had different Events. Thus I have given a ſhort, 
a true, but imperfect, Character of this Miniſter ; who, 
while he confults the Grandeur, Faſe, and Honour, of 
his royai Maſter, meditates at the ſame Time the Glo- 
ry and Proſperity of the Nation; and to his own Re- 
putation it muſt be recorded that his inviolable Attach- 
ment to his Prince and the royal Family has often 

B been 
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been the Sub;e&t of Reproach from his Enemics. I 
think I have drawn a P cture, th: UpHh faintly, to which 
I need ſubſcribe no Name: and all wio have leagued 
with this Perion thould Le looked on by the Eves of 


their Countrymen as Colicagues in the higheſt Aus of 


Patriotifin, and as the fittelt Men to be intro ed with 
a legiſlative Capacity. To what El, tfrenti. en, this 


Character is given doubtic's appeais pa:tlva iy. but 
it will more tally hereatter ; a Character | ſhall 
here clofe-in the Words of a great and une. catci- 


man * of a Hrmer Reign. 


Though all the Storms and Tempel. ,,, .. e 
That Church Magicians iu their Cells acvijec, 
And from their ſettled Baſrts Na: wns tear, 

He Tould unmov d the mighty Rina bear, 

Secure in [incence contents t hein all, 


Aud, decently array d in Honour, fall 


This Enquiry, Gentlemen, it is now your Duty tc 
make, that if you find the Characteriſticks true ye may 
be influenced by them in your Conduct. 

Now let us examine into the Characters of thole who 
have been indefatigable in their Defamations of this 
Perſon: among which are ſome Traders, whoſe Frauds 
he would have prevented, by cutting off the Channels 
through which they run. Are ſuch Men to be regard- 

cd 


* The Earl of Hallifax, in his Poem called the Man of Honour 
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ed againſt one who ſtudied the publick Good by the A- 
bridgment of private — Gains? Should you, 
Gentlemen, be prejudiced againſt a Friend, becauſe a 
few Tavern-men were going to be reduced to Honeſty, 
and to be render'd incapable of poyſoning you? But 
this is a Subject that has already been ſufficiently han- 
dled: I ſhall therefore proceed to the Characters of 
thole Perſons who are vigorous in their Writings, and 
in patronifing ſuch Writings, as are deſtructive of all 

Order and focial Virtue 
think, I can not begin better than with the Hiſtory 
of a weekly Paper called the Country Journal or the 
Craft/man. This Paper was firlt bs on Foot under 
the Title of the Craf7/man only, and came out oſtener 
than once a Week, and without any News. The Au- 
thor was a Perſon who had made a very mean Figure 
among the Writers of his Time; he had been expelled 
the Univerfity of O rd, but whether the Report of 
the Cauſe of his Expulſion is true or not, which I will 
not venture to aiirm and theretore not mention it, 
certain it is he was expell d, and we may modeſtly 
conciude for no abundant Virtues; ſoon after his Ex- 
pulſion he publiſſied 2 Hily ſcanda! ous Pa "er on the U- 
niverſity, and particularly levelled at the Head of the 
College ſrom which he w as driven, a Paper which was 
intended for Satire, bur, in the Opinion of ali Men of 
Taſte, delerved no other Appellation than jejune licen- 
cious Ribaldry. To repair the Breach which his Mis- 
B 2 {ortune 
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fortune at College had made, he addreſſed himſelf in 
ſundry Shapes to the worthy Stateſman whoſe Charac- 
ter I have juſt before drawn in Part; he likewiſe ap- 
plied himſelf in Dedications, and Verſes, to an excel- 
lent Prelate now living, and to other Friends of the a- 
foreſaid Stateſman, but did not meet with the Recep- 
tion which he thought due to his Merit. After ſeve— 
ral Offers of his Service to the great Man, now the Ob- 
ject of his Malice, he ſtrove to make himſelf popular 
by Scandal and Abuſe fince he could not by Panegyrick; 
he that had before employed his little Talents in the 
Praiſes ot that great Man, and his Friends, and writing 
Satires on his Enemies, turned the Tables, and level- 
led his Abuſe at the former Subjects of his Praiſe, and 
courted thoſe whom he had before abuſed. This is the 
Thing, Countrymen, that many of you have long liſten- 
ed to: mark him well, and conſider whether ſuch an 
Animal, whoſe Actions ſpring from ſuch Motives, ſhould 
command your Attention. 

The next Perſon that comes under our Conſideration 
is one who was admitted early to the Favour of the 
Stateſman before mentioned, and who aroſe by his 
Friendlh'p to Places of great Honour and Truſt, and 
who was in the Eſteem of his Country for being eſteem- 
ed by him; but not being cxalted to the Station which 
he thought he deſerved, he turned againſt his tormer 
Patron (tor ſuch I muſt call him) and became, from the 
Time in which he broke into open Enmity, violent and 

inde- 
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indecent even in the Senate, and a clandeſtine Slande- 
rer in Pamphlets and weekly Libels; nor has his Prince 
eſcaped the Virulence of his Pen. At the Tune when 
the Crafzſman firſt came out, the obſcure Author was 
entirely unknown to this Gentleman ; but he, like a 
Prince at a Loſs for Auxiliarics, took the ſcribbling 
Ss into his Service. This Patron of the Crafzſmar 
is a Man of Parts, unguided by Judgment, the worſt 
Weapons in the Hands of a Man who admits of no 
Reins to his Paſſions : he is avaritious, envious, mali- 
cious, and turbulent, like Moloch, 


* the fierceſt Spirit 
That fought in Heav'n, now jiercer by Deſpair. 


Think, Countrymen, what Regard you ought to pay to 
ſuch Men as theſe and their Allies, and how fit they are 
to be truſted with any Share of the legiſlative Power. 
Now, Gentlemen, call to mind the laſt four Years of 
the late Queen; and, when I aſſure you that the prin- 
cipal Actor in the publick Scenes of Iniquity of thoſe 
Times is in this Contederacy, judge what can be reaſon- 
ably hoped from ſuch a mottly Alliance. I need not 
here rip up old Sores, by talking of the Schz/m-b:ll, the 
Canady Expedition, and a Multitude more of Circum- 
ſtances ſufficient to render a Man unfit to breathe in 
theſe Climes; ſuffice it that ye may juſtly call him a 
Wretch 


* Paradiſe loſt. Book 2. 
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Wretch who has been of each Party and betray d cach 
His Character is compleatly drawn, by 17/07. 


BRI TAL, an Act more graceful aud humane; 
A fairer Perſon lo/t not Heavn, he ſeem d 
For Dignity compes d, and nigh 2 vplozt ;, 

But all was falſe and holionv, "thounb his T e:renue 
Drop d Manna, aud cou d make the worſe appear 
The better Rea fon, to perplex and daſh 
Matureſ} Counjels ; for his Thoughts were low, 
To Vice induſtrions, but to nobler Deeds 
Timorous and Jothful yet he pleas d the Ear. 


Theſe at preſent are the moſt conſiderable Inſtiga- 
tors, Propagators, and Venders, of Sedition: to whom J 


may add two more; one has been long a Servant of 


that profound Politician Mr. Mi, and has, for many 
Years paſt, been of Errants for him to Beau and other 
Places; he is an Ji Papi; and I am intormed that 
his chief Bus nels now is to correct the Preis tor 42 s 
Journal; and now and then he is allow ed by bas OV. iN 
a little Scandal. The other Perſon is Mr. "1SON A 
Couſin, a Perſon who was always inclined to — b [11121 
{elf more conliderable than ether ! cople 6d; eme 
Years ago he fancied a certain Perſon or Din nction em- 
ploy d Aſlaſſins againſt him, at a Time when that Per- 
lon ſcarcely employ d a Thought about un: and he 


HEBER, 
nds 
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has ſince fancied that a certain Miniiter is in 4 Plot a- 
gainſt him, who has enough to do to tranſact the Bus 
nefs of the Nation, and to guard againſt Plots daily 
carrying on againſt himlelf, The firſt Thing that made 
this Gentleman known as à Writer was an F:pilogue. 
with tome humourous bawdy Turns init, wh:ch I have 
been inlormed his Coutn Addiſon wrote, and allowed 
kim the Credit thereof to gain him a petty Reputation 
among the Wits; to the Debts of Acknon ledgment 
which this Gentleman has ſince paid to the Memory of 
his Coulin Addliſon are, at the fame Tume they are 
Inſtances of his Vanity, Proofs of his Gratitude : but as 
I have been aſtured that this Gentleman no labours, 
and has long laboured, under an Inürmity that renders 
him an Ob ect of Compaſlion to gencrous Minds S, It 
would be as crucl to t tale an Advantage over him, in 
whom is an Abience oi the Power of Teaſoning, as 1t 

would for an armed Man to fall on a naked Perſon : 
and the only Reaſon for iny bringing him in here 1s to 
mew you, Gentlemen, that the preſent Enemies to the 
Government, thoſe who proftcis themſelves ſuch in their 
Writings, and in patroniſing dilloyal Writings, are dif- 
appointed Courtiers, arraigned Traytors, hireling Scri— 
blers, Triſh Papiſts, and Madmen. 

Now, Countrymen, ſuppole yourſelves at a Trial; 
examine into the Credit of the Witneltes, enquire into 
the Characters of the Perſons accuſed, and of the Ac- 
cuſers. Conſider whether I have repreſented the Caſe 


right: I have uſed no Names, but Circumſtances, and 
it 
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if they agree with Truth, as I am perſuaded they do; 
you can not be long in determining who are your Friends] 
and who not : and allow mc again to tell ye that it is 
your indiſpenſable Duty to make an impartial Enquiry} 
as I have done; and, if vou do, I know what the Re- J 
ſult of the Enquiry will be; it will end in Favour of 
thoſe who have been the Subjects of much Abuſe, and 
in the Shame of the Traducers. Y 
This groteſque Aſſemblage of factious Writers in my 
Mind brings into my Remembrance the following ſtrong 
Image drawn by a * maſterlv Hand. 


Around the Fiend in hideous Order ſate 
boul-bawlins [N rau and bold Dear E, 

Gruff DiscoxTExT, through Ignorance miſled, 
And clamrou;s F ACTION at her Party's Head, 
Re/tleſs SED ox, Hill aeffembFng Fear, 

And /iy Hyvockisr with picus Leer. 


The Enquiry which is here made I thought my Duty 

to make, 2 did I think 1 had wholly performed my 
Duty till I had communicatcd the Fruits of my Enquiyy 1 
ry to you; in which 1 hope I have approved myſelt, as 
1 ſhall always be proud to do, Gentlemen, 


Tour facere Friend, 


| | and humble Servant, 
Auguſt, 1733. q = 
FREE-HoL DER. 
* Sir Samuel Garth. | 


